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Brigitte Clarke 

Dr. Adrienne Kertzer 

English 603.17 – Studies in Genre (Young Adult Literature) 

Kicking and Screaming into Twilight: Why I write fan fiction about Stephenie Meyer’s 

bestselling vampire series. 

My journey to fan fiction and to writing fan fiction occurred separately, but the paths are 

intertwined.   

I suppose that Star Wars was my first fandom, although I didn’t think of it that way when I 

was a child. I simply enjoyed the films. I read all the novelizations and went on to enjoy books 

like the Han Solo Adventures and Children of the Jedi—young adult novels that I now realize 

were essentially Lucasfilm-sanctioned fan fiction.  

I fell into fan fiction unintentionally. 

I retained a casual interest in Star Wars into adulthood. I have friends who are still actively 

involved in that fandom, in a group called The Fanforce, and like many of them I was massively 

disappointed by the new film trilogy that came out at the turn of the century. I didn’t care about 

the characters and I really wanted to. I wasn’t at all convinced by the story of Anakin 

Skywalker’s fall to the Dark Side of The Force and how he became the villain, Darth Vader. I 

started wondering: “What if he’d made another decision at some crucial moment? What if 

something else happened along the way? Where would that have led him?” Basically, I wanted 

more than the story had given me. 
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       I was already participating in forums on a fan site called The Force.net and one rainy 

afternoon I clicked a link to fan fiction. I think I just typed in a search string like “Revenge of the 

Sith alternate ending”. I had no idea what to expect.  

I now know that Star Wars has probably the greatest fan fiction base on the planet. There are 

close to thirty thousand stories on Fanfiction.net alone (the largest open fan fiction site on the 

Internet). Many of the stories I read were more satisfying and than anything George Lucas had 

produced, and the calibre of the writing was excellent. 

For a long time, I lurked in the Star Wars fandom. (A “lurker” is someone who reads fan 

fiction but does not leave feedback in the form of a review). I wondered who these talented 

authors were and why they laboured for free but I was too timid to ever find out. And how could 

I possibly encourage writers who were already so good? Now that the shoe’s on the other foot 

and I write fan fiction myself, I know how important it is to receive feedback. Unless a piece is 

irredeemably bad, I make a point of leaving a review.  

I was inspired to write a couple of short Star Wars pieces (single-scene “one-shots”), but 

never got up the nerve to publish them online.  

I became less involved with the Star Wars fandom as life moved me in other directions. By 

then, I’d been well and truly enchanted by Harry Potter. J.K. Rowling’s imagination was 

astounding. Harry’s world was perfect to me and the fantastical characters felt real. I was never 

left wondering “What if …?”, and that satisfaction with canon is probably why I don’t read a lot 

of Harry Potter fan fiction. 
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I read Twilight several years ago. Reluctantly. I’d heard about the growing popularity of the 

series and its cult-like following, but teen romance held no interest for me. I didn’t even read that 

genre when I was a teen. Sweet Valley High? Please. My genre of choice in those days was 

science fiction. Besides, the premise was ridiculous. Why would supernatural creatures want to 

“relive high school, over and over”? (Twilight, 2008. Film). That would indeed be miserable! 

Vampires, though, have long intrigued me. Thanks to an overactive imagination, I was 

desperately afraid of them as a child. For years I’d only sleep with the covers drawn up around 

my neck and the closet door firmly closed. I even put a clove of garlic underneath my pillow, just 

in case I needed it to repel the monsters. 

I suppose that the adage ‘do what scares you’ applies here, or more appropriately, ‘read and 

then write about what scares you’, because fear grew into fascination. While I was studying for 

my B.A., I developed an interest in gothic horror, reading in particular, books like Dracula and 

Polidori’s The Vampyre. I find the character of the vampire poignant—no longer an object of 

fear but a pariah to be pitied.  

For this reason I thought I’d enjoy Anne Rice’s Vampire Chronicles—I did not. Nothing 

about either wan Louis or vain Lestat made me care about what happened to them. And that was 

what drew me to Twilight’s Edward Cullen. I found that I cared about him.  

I was leery of delving further into YA fiction, even though Harry Potter had surprised me. 

But it was indirectly because of Harry that I read Twilight. I was flying home from a vacation 

and it was about the only on-board film that I hadn’t already seen. I watched it purely to find out 

if Robert Pattinson, the young actor who played doomed Cedric Diggory in Harry Potter and the 

Goblet of Fire, could hold his own in a starring role. 
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It wasn’t a very good film, but something about the plot obviously stuck with me because 

the very next week I found myself buying a copy of the novel, justifying it to myself with the 

excuse, “Well, if it’s awful, then I can always give it to Free-Exchange for their book sale.”  

To my astonishment, I devoured it in days. 

It certainly wasn’t writing of Rowling’s calibre, but it hit a nerve. The memories of high 

school—all those the feelings of being seventeen that it evoked—at first, I identified with clumsy 

new girl, Bella. I was that shy, bookish kid who moved around a lot, and nobody ever wanted me 

on their Gym team.  

And in Grade 11, there was a boy in Biology class who sent me irritatingly mixed signals for 

weeks before he asked me out. He turned out to be disappointingly ordinary, and as far as I know 

he never wanted to drink my blood. Meyer recreated those awful moments of teenage angst very 

well.  

I also feel she created some interesting characters with her vampire family, the Cullens, but 

we readers never really got to know them. But Bella was either the most deadly dull protagonist 

in the history of fiction or a masterfully created “Mary Sue”. Frankly, I was baffled by Edward’s 

attraction to her. What was there to love apart from the scent of her delicious blood? I began to 

wonder what would have made her more interesting to read about. 

And I thought about Edward a lot. More to the point, he wouldn’t get out of my head. I 

hadn’t experienced a fictional character ‘speaking’ to me since writing stories in childhood. 

What was new was that the character wasn’t of my own invention.  
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What do I like about him? He’s an anachronism. He’s essentially a gentle person fighting 

demons both external and of his own making. He loathes what he is. There are many themes in 

his story that are great fun to play with: Hades and Persephone, Beauty and the Beast, and of 

course the Forbidden Fruit of the Garden of Eden. And there is one in theme in particular that 

gives me great delight. I get to channel the angst of an inner teenage boy who I never knew 

existed.  

What do I dislike? He begins the Twilight saga basically stalking the girl he loves and once 

their relationship blossoms his fear of losing her makes him controlling and manipulative. My 

desire to change these negative aspects of his character, and to make him realize that was worthy 

of being loved prompted me to start writing my own fan fiction story. Fox Fire is essentially 

Edward’s version of Twilight, though I take liberties with the plot.  

Very briefly, I’ve read the rest of the Twilight series and I enjoyed the sequel, New Moon, 

more than its predecessor. I liked Meyer’s description of a young person’s first heartbreak and it 

was exciting that the girl rescued the boy from evil vampires at the end. What I disliked was the 

emerging love-triangle between Bella, Edward, and his Quileute rival, Jacob. I did not like the 

racism—that the Cullens are white and rich and therefore inherently superior to the Quileutes 

who are brown and poor. The direction the series took after that point was not what I’d hoped 

for. Perhaps I should have stopped reading right there, but I always have to finish what I start.  

I’ve heard Breaking Dawn described as like ‘bad fan fiction’ and I think that’s apt. The 

weak protagonist was empowered at the expense of the more interesting secondary characters 

through a preposterous storyline (preposterous even for Twilight). Frankly, I think Bella should 

have broken up with her undead boyfriend, gone to college, and gotten herself a career instead of 
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getting married right out of high school and birthing a supernatural freak-baby—who, by the 

way, grows up to marry a werewolf. 

And in the end, they all live happily ever after . . .  

I’ve read the articles that Dr. Kertzer assigned for this lecture, and I agree with much of the 

criticism cited. Twilight is not good for maidens and Bella is no role model for young women. 

Nor is Edward one for young men. In her defense, I don’t believe Stephenie Meyer ever intended 

for her characters to be role models.  

As with Star Wars, I felt short-changed when I finished reading the Twilight saga. Luckily, 

the fan fiction was easy to find. What was more difficult was to unearth fan fiction that was 

written well.  

And one day, I screwed up my courage and began posting my own story on Fanfiction.net. I 

also post on a site called Archive of Our Own (AO3). On the whole, it has been a very rewarding 

experience. 

How do you benefit from writing fan fiction? 

First and foremost, my prose has vastly improved, thanks to working closely with some 

talented betas (voluntary editors), and through becoming a beta for other writers myself. I’ve 

taken part in challenges and competitions, and I’ve even won an award for a one-shot I wrote 

about a minor character in Eclipse.  

I have more faith in my imagination and I’ve learned that writing well requires 

perseverance. The good thing about writing fan fiction is that the only deadlines that exist are the 

ones you impose on yourself. 



Clarke 7 

 

 7

I’ve developed my investigative skills. I’ve had to research a lot for the sake of 

verisimilitude. For example, I’ve learned more than I’d ever want to know about the life cycle of 

a certain species of elk native to the Olympic Peninsula because this family of “vegetarian” 

vampires feed on them. 

Why not write your own fiction? 

Here’s an analogy: I’m learning to play piano again after many years. I’m enjoying the 

learning process but does that mean I intend to write a concerto one day? Probably not. I look at 

writing fan fiction the same way. Maybe one day I’ll be inspired with an original idea and I’ll be 

able to use what I’ve learned from this process to see a manuscript through—maybe not. That 

doesn’t matter.   

Some fan fiction authors do write original fiction under their real names or other aliases. An 

increasing number use fan fiction as a ‘test kitchen’ for their original fiction. Fifty Shades of 

Grey is probably the best-known example. In a previous incarnation, it was a highly reviewed 

Twilight fan fiction story entitled Masters of the Universe. I never read it because the premise 

(basically bondage and sadomasochism replaces vampirism in the ‘Edward’ character) didn’t 

interest me. I’d also learned by that point that a high review count does not always equal good 

storytelling in the fan fiction genre. 

Using fan fiction as a launching pad for original fiction, or pulling to publish (P2P)  is 

controversial. I know many who see this as breach of copyright—that writers who do this are 

appropriating the original story and promoting it as their own simply by changing the names of 

the characters and the situations within. These writers might counter, “What exactly constitutes 

original fiction, anyway? Isn’t every idea derivative of someone else’s?”   
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I’d rather not debate this. What I will say is that fan fiction stories published in this manner 

have a common denominator, that being the characters are all human. My bias is that ‘If 

Edward’s human, then what’s the point? Why would I want to read about him?” And I wonder 

why these authors don’t take the time to create their own characters? Why use someone else’s?  

Who writes Twilight Fan fiction? 

I’ve been lucky to meet some interesting people while writing fan fiction. I suppose that 

those I’ve bonded with belong to the “fix-it fandom”—writers who are purely interested in the 

stories and strive to make them better, in whatever way that personally means. They write for 

enjoyment because fan fiction is a safe place to learn and improve. Maybe they can’t, or don’t 

want to, take a creative writing course. Most don’t even write about the Edward-Bella love story. 

The writers whose stories I enjoy, and who I’ve come to know over the past several years, 

are mostly professional women in their thirties and older, which is probably not surprising given 

the demographics of Twilight readers. But it may surprise you who they are and what they do in 

their real lives. I can count amongst my acquaintance: 

A nurse  

A Linguistics Doctoral candidate 

An I.T. worker 

A homemaker and freelance editor 

A museum curator  

A theology student 

1. A librarian—and very ex-Mormon  
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We write, and offer feedback for each other’s writing, via email. We convene on gChat for 

writing labs; and coordinating the schedules of five or six individuals over several time zones is 

not always an easy feat. I Skype regularly with several of them and I’ve even had the privilege of 

meeting a few in person.  

The friendships I’ve made are an unexpected benefit of writing fan fiction. I never would 

have met any of these intelligent and interesting women in my real life. I am grateful for the 

quirk of fate that led us all to read Twilight, and for that something in the story that attracted us 

and sparked our imaginations.  

******* 

1. My correspondence with this author is significant because Stephenie Meyer is a devout Mormon and her 

conservative religious values pervade the content of the Twilight. I have gained some enlightening insights to the 
operation and politics of the LDS Church. 
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